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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S LETTER FOR KING HUSSEIN 
REF: (A) AMMAN 1207, (B) STATE 055008 

1 . WHEN KING HUSSEIN RETURNED FROM CAIRO LAST WEEK 

1 ASKED TO SEE HIM. TODAY, MARCH 14, WAS HIS FIRST DAY 
IN THE OFFICE. 

2. AFTER EXCHANGING GREETINGS, I TOLD HIM THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD ASKED ME TO DELIVER A PERSONAL LETTER 
TO HIM. HE TOOK THE LETTER AND READ IT SLOWLY IN 

MY PRESENCE AND AT THE END SAID HOW PLEASED AND 
GRATIFIED HE WAS TO HAVE RECEIVED IT. 

3. HE TOLD ME THAT HE THOUGHT THE WORST ASPECTS OF 
THE PROBLEM HAD PASSED. HE INDICATED HIS APPRECIATION 
FOR THE PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS ABOUT THERE 
BEING NOTHING ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER IN THE RELATIONSHIP 

AND FOR THE STATEMENT REINFORCING OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS 
THAT THE SECRETARY MADE WHEN HE WAS HERE. 
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4. AT THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION; WHICH COVERED A WIDE 
NUMBER OF TOPICS, THE KING ASKED ME ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF RELEASING THE TEXT. IT IS CLEAR THAT HE IS CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS OWN PUBLIC AND THEIR VIEWS OVER THE SUBJECT. 

HE HAD, BEFORE I CAME IN, DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT WITH HIS 
BROTHER CROWN PRINCE HASSAN WHO IS ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
JORDANIAN DOMESTIC REACTIONS TO THE EPISODE. 
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5. I TOLD HIM OF COURSE I HAD NO AUTHORITY TO RELEASE 
THE LETTER BUT WOULD REPORT HIS REQUEST TO YOU. HE 
THOUGHT A MINUTE AND SAID MAYBE IT WOULD NOT BE A GOOD IDEA 
TO REOPEN THE WHOLE MATTER. HE THEN SAID WOULD I PLEASE 
DETERMINE WASHINGTON'S VIEW ON THE RELEASE OF THE 

TEXT IN THE EVENT THAT THE ISSUE IS AGAIN REOPENED 
OR BECOMES CURRENT. I SAID OF COURSE THAT I WOULD DO SO. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE THE TEXT OF THE LETTER REPEATS 
WHAT HAS BEEN STATED PUBLICLY OR COULD HAVE BEEN 
INFERRED FROM PRESS REPORTS, I AM NOT SURE ABOUT THE 
DEGREE TO WHICH THE PRESIDENT WOULD WISH TO HAVE THIS 
PRIVATE LETTER MADE PUBLIC BY THE KING. THE KING 
WILL OF COURSE EXPECT A REPLY FROM ME ON HIS REQUEST. 

IF YOU PREFER NOT TO HAVE THE LETTER MADE PUBLIC, I 
COULD TELL HIM THAT WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THE 
JORDANIANS LETTING THE ARMY AND PERHAPS THE LOCAL PRESS KNOW 
THAT THE KING HAD RECEIVED A COMMUNICATION FROM THE PRESIDENT 
RE-AFFIRMING OUR BILATERAL RELASIONS, REPEATING 

THE STATEMENTS ABOUT THEIR BEING NO ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER ASPECTS 
OF JORDAN'S OR THE KING'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US AND 
THE FACT THAT THE PRESIDENT IS LOOKING FORWARD TO KING'S 
APRIL VISIT. IF AT SOME LATER TIME IT BECOMES NECESSARY 
IN THE KING'S JUDGMENT TO RELEASE THE LETTER, WE WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO CONSULT WITH HIM AND MAKE A DECISION 
ON THE BASIS OF THE SITUATION AT THAT TIME. THIS WOULD 
ALLOW THE KING TO HAVE SOMETHING REASSURING IN HIS LOCAL 
PRESS AND FOR THE ARMY NOW WITHOUT RELEASING THE TEXT OF THE 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER. IT WOULD ALSO ALLOW US TO HAVE 
A LITTLE MORE EXACT KNOWLEDGE OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
UNDER WHICH THE LETTER MIGHT BE RELEASED AT SOME 
FUTURE TIME. THIS IS A CAUTIOUS APPROACH BUT I 
BELIEVE IT HELPS PROTECT BOTH THE KING AND OUR OWN 
INTERESTS IN THE RELATIONSHIP. WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND ADVICE. 

PICKERING 
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